
KENSINGTON GRDEN CLUB MEETING
MARCH 19, 2026

At 5:00PM.President, Peggy LaJoie, called the meeting to order.  The meeting was also made  
available via “zoom”.

A moment of silence was held in honor of two members who passed away recently ( Toni 
Durkee and MaryEllen Dutkiewicz) and also former member Jean Munson.  The Garden's 
Prayer was read later in the meeting to honor these three people.  Also two bouquets of white 
carnations were displayed on our table.  We also reminded that Irene DeSanto was still 
recovering from her knee injury.

Our web-site log in is KGC#1955 and the Federated Garden Club sign is Charteroak*2022

Reminder to all committees, that this years plantings will all be in red, white and blue in honor 
of America 250.  May 30, is Yankee Peddler Day, our club will be selling left over plants fro 
the plant sale, wreaths, arrangements with a spring theme.
A chairperson is needed for the committee designing that Park benches and also the Sensory 
Garden that is being planted near Stop and Shop.

If there is any interest in being int the Memorial Day parade this year, let Peggy know, via test 
or email.

There a new app put out by Cornell University, called BerlinBird ID.

Vice Chairperson, Nancy Drain, reported that tonight's program is “Amazing Abilities of Birds”
and next months program is “Gardening Under the Stars”.
Sign up sheets for Spring Luncheon will be out next meeting.
Firehouse Planters have been cleaned out and they are researching signage to put on the 
planters.

Carol Welz. Secretary, called, for any changes to the January minutes, since there were none the
minutes were approved.

Treasurer, Diane Roncaioli, a balance in the end of January of $10,983.32, after expenses our 
balance as of the end of February was $9,212.69.  
Copies of the coming year budget are on the table for members to take home to study.  There 
has been no budget in the past for our fund raisers, this years new budget will for these items. 
($1000 for Berlin Fair,  $5000 for plant sale, program expenses added $200
Our money market account is approximately $25,000.  If funds are needed when the town does 
some work on our club house maintenance, the funds will be drawn from there.

Donna DeSimone, corresponding secretary, reported a thank you note from the East Berlin Fire
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Department and a check donation of $300.  A donation from a member ( Irene Lange). A thank 
you note from Nina Mortensen for all the collections and donations made for her daughter and 
family.

Lynne Fazzino thanked all who contributed to the refreshments tonight.

Dottie Fox, Ways and Means, reported She passed pre-order blanks for the up coming plant 
sale on May 16 at the VFW.  The pre-order forms will also be posted on our web-site and 
Facebook page..  There is a sign up to take for lawn signs for advertising.   Also a sign up for 
jobs.  She thanked Evelyn Anderson's husband who made many wooden planter boxes which 
will be painted by the members.   
They are replacing the signage for the 9/11 tree at the Kensington Fire House. 

Membership report, Priscilla Esernia.  40 members present tonight, 3 via Zoom.  4 guests.  We 
have 62 active members.  5 honorary members.

Carol Courtney reported for Garden Therapy.  They are doing a simple activity at Worthington 
Manor in April  and would like some help.  Contact her if you would like to help.

Kathy Ginotti, reported for Horticulture.
Things to do now:
Re pot and groom houseplants
Start cleaning up winter debris
Plant pansies and snap dragons
Divide hostas when new shoots appear
Watch out for bears.

Youth Gardening, Karen Caplik, reporting.  Working with Berlin Historical Society and Berlin 
boy scouts and girls scouts to clean up winter debris.  May 2 planning a hike at Kensington 
Orchards with the girl scout troops.  They may be helping girl scouts to get some of their 
badges.

Debbi Wright reported on the Bird Sanctuary:
We currently have donations of $1440 to update the garden in front of the gate. 
We submitted a grant request for $1500 to the Eversource Foundation. Depending on how 
much the town can support this project, we may need to ask for funding of a few hundred 
dollars from the club. 
Met with Steve Woods earlier today to discuss plant removal and spread compost preparatory 
to planting in the fall. 
Steve and his crew expect to do removal the first week in June

NEW BUSINESS
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Federated Luncheon April 15, sign up on their web-site

Changes to by-laws being worked on.

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Welz
Secretary
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